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The Lisbon Church of Christ Partners with Us!

There is nothing like being welcomed by a
congregation of believers when traveling
abroad to help you feel at home and to
show you God’s purpose for the church.
The Igreja de Cristo Lisboa (Church of Christ
in Lisbon, or ICL) welcomed each member
of our team from day one and invited us to
participate with them in what God is doing
in Portugal. We have been blessed by the
opportunity to be a part of the body of
Christ in Lisbon.

At ICL’s recent planning meeting, the team
presented opportunities for the church to
get involved in the work in Angola. We in-
vited ICL to partner with us by correspond-
ing with World Bible School students from
Angola, by helping us to create and trans-
late materials, by teaching us about Ango-
lan culture, and by praying
for us. We also encouraged
church members to visit us
in Angola. Who better to
come and help out with
the work on the field than
those who already speak
the language?

ICL was enthusiastic
about participating with
us and twenty-two peo-
ple signed up to help.
Because of the unique
relationship that we

our website: www.angolateam.org .

‘/

have with ICL, we have begun a Portuguese
edition of this newsletter so that they can
receive our updates as well. We also hope
to have a Portuguese version of the team
website in the next few months in order to
keep the Portuguese-speaking world in-
formed about the Lord’s work in Angola.

As we prepare to depart for Angola, we are
being sent, not only by our church families
in the States, but by our church family in
Portugal as well. Just like our church fami-
lies in the States, we know that ICL hates to
see us go. At the same time, they under-
stand why we go and send us with joy in
their hearts. We are so thankful for our ICL
family, and we too will miss them very
much.

~ Teague Meyer
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Planting Churches
Nurturing Growth
Harvesting a Nation

The Angola Team:

Rusty, Laura, Alex &
i Stephen Campbell -

- Nathan Holland

.‘ Efesson & Bi'ruk'-Meyérj
‘Dann)}, Katie; Eliana &

~ Sophia Reese

 Jordan Yarbrough

““.youarenolonger —
foreigners and strangers; -

but fellow citizens with -~ -
God'’s people and. also
members of his household;:

_built on the foundation of the

apostles and prophets; with:

Christ Jesus himself as the

chief cornerstone. In him
the whole building is jomed

_together and rises to

become a holy temple inthe

“Lord. And in him you too

are being built-together to

-become a dwelling in which

God llves by his Spirit.”
2 ~~EpheSIans 2 1 9 22
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ANGOLA

Prayer Requests

o Pray for urgency and eff' c:ency
i throughout the visa application
and approval process (see -
Visa Update, below).
® Pray for us as we continue to -
- fine-tune our mission strategy.
e - Pray for our continued Ian-
.. guage studles

e Pray that our relatlonshrps W/th
- one another will be deepened
-and strengthened. dur/ng our. tlme

--in-Portugal.

o ,..Pray for us as we: make prepa-
“rations to-move to Angola, -

e Pray for the health and safety of
... all team members.

o ‘Pray for the health of Laura and
- Baby Campbell throughout the -
- pregnancy.
e Pray for our:fundra'is'_ing, Al
team families are still seeking
5 monthly and one-time suppon‘
®  Pray for growing and fruitful
relaflonshlps between each
~~ family and thelr sendlng con-
gregatlons

. _Pray for our partnership w:th .
the Lisbon Church of Christ. -

e - Pray for the Angolan people
(S 'Pray for the AngoIan Chrls-
chs tfans {

Vlsa Update
At long last, the final documenta—
tion required for our visa applica-:
tions was recently. | issued by the
Angolan government! Praise God/
Now; however, it seems that the
Angolan consulate is closed until
further notice, so we are unab/e to
submit-our applications. Your
continued prayers for our wsa
s:tuatfon are. appreclated

our website: www.angolateam.org

| often find the Angolan concept of
“family” amusing. Someone may say
that “so-and-so” is their brother, sis-
ter, cousin, aunt, uncle, or grandpar-
ent. If you inquire about the specifics
of that relationship, be prepared for a
long and complicated explanation
that you just may not understand. In
many cases, there may not even be
any blood connection, but they are
considered family nonetheless. Many
different circumstances may cause
people to become family. In Angola,
many families were separated from
each other during the war; new fam-
ily bonds were created by those who
shared lives and experiences to-
gether.

My first real glimpse into this world
began last year when | moved in with
an Angolan family from church,
Rogério and Celestina Makiese, and
their three children, Rogério Dula,
Amanda, and Noémia. The Makiese
family had recently moved from a
tiny apartment in downtown Lisbon
to a larger house a little farther out of
town. | was at their house for lunch
one day after church when | jokingly
asked Rogério Dula if he wanted a
roommate. He got really excited
about the
idea and
asked his par-
ents. They
told me that
God had pro-

My Angolan Family

vided them a new home so that they
could use it for His Kingdom. Since |
was going to take the gospel to their
homeland and their people, it was
their duty to take me in. Further, it
would be irresponsible for me not to
move in with them! | couldn’t argue
with that, but | really had no idea
what | was getting myself into when |
moved in a week later.

Initially, | thought that living with the
Makiese family would provide oppor-
tunities to practice my Portuguese,
learn about Angolan culture, and ac-
climate to Angolan food. And of
course it has been all of those things,
but it has been so much more. | now
have an Angolan family in Portugal;
they are not “like family;” they are
my family. It will be just as hard to
leave my family in Portugal as it was
to leave my American family. But | am
blessed beyond measure to have
families in the US and Portugal that
love and support me. The Makiese
family are without a doubt the big-
gest blessing that God has given me
in the last year and they will be my
family para sempre.

~ Nathan Holland

Nathan and the Makiese family
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